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The Season of 
Lent  

The Bible contains a number of 
stories about journeys into the 
wilderness tied to the number 

forty. The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years 
after they disobeyed God. During this period of time the 
people of Israel learned to rely on God and on their spiritual 
leader Moses to provide for them. After His baptism Jesus 
spent 40 days in the wilderness being tempted by Satan. 
Jesus relied on His relationship with His Father and His 
knowledge of Scripture to sustain Him during His time of 
trial.  

According to Theologian Daniel Schowalter �����³�,�W�¶�V���R�Q�H��
thing to hear the story of Jesus going into the wilderness for 
forty days and fighting against the temptations of the world. 
It is an entirely different thing for someone sitting in church 
today to realize that she or he faces some of the same 
temptations in modern society. The forty days of the Lenten 
season provides us with an opportunity to recognize our 
need for spiritual growth as well as the means to attain that 
growth. The astounding thing about Lent is that it combines 
�W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O��
life with the corporate process of building a community of 
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V���´������ 

              (continued on page 3) 
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Dear Men of God at Peace Lutheran, 
 

�,���G�R�Q�·�W���N�Q�R�Z���L�I���\�R�X�·�Y�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���E�X�W���\�R�X���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G�� 
�<�R�X�·�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�Q�J�O�H���G�D�\���R�I���\�R�X�U���O�L�I�H���E�\���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I��

this congregation. 
They are watching you and the way you behave at Friday night ball games, how you drive to work on 

�0�R�Q�G�D�\�V���� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�� �G�R�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���� �� �7�K�H�\�·�U�H�� �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�� �\�R�X�� �E�H�K�D�Y�H�� �\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�·�U�H��
�Z�L�W�K���Z�R�P�H�Q�������7�K�H�\���Z�D�W�F�K���K�R�Z���\�R�X���D�F�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�������7�K�H�\�·�U�H���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���V�S�H�Q�G�� �D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H��
�P�R�Q�H�\�� �*�R�G�� �K�D�V�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �\�R�X�� �W�R�� �X�V�H���� �� �7�K�H�\�·�U�H�� �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �� �7�K�H�V�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �D�U�H�Q�·�W�� �V�S�\�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �\�R�X���² 
�W�K�H�\�·�U�H���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���O�H�D�U�Q���Z�K�D�W�·�V���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���D�G�G�V���W�R���O�L�I�H�� 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �Z�D�W�F�K�� �\�R�X�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�� �V�K�R�S���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�·�U�H�� �X�S�V�H�W���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�·�U�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�O�\�� �L�Q�G�L�J�Q�D�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�H�Q��
�\�R�X�·�U�H�� �G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���� �� �7�K�H�\�·�U�H�� �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�� �\�R�X�� �V�S�H�Q�G�� �\�R�X�U�� �W�L�P�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�I�H�� �*�R�G�� �K�D�V�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �\�R�X���� �� �7�K�H�\�·�U�H��
�Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���\�R�X�·�U�H���D���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�Q�����L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���R�I���\�R�X�U���O�L�I�H�����R�U���R�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���O�R�Q�J���O�L�I�H�·�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�� 

The children watch you whether you are their father or not.  They watch you because they know that 
they will follow after you �² and they depend on you to teach them by example how to live a long and good 
life �² a long and faithful life �² because they hope to such a life themselves. 

They watch morning, noon and night.  They watch to see how to be loving, generous, strong and vulner-
able.  They watch you �²���K�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�·�O�O�� �V�K�R�Z���W�K�H�P�� �W�K�D�W���L�W�·�V���R�N�D�\���W�R���E�H���L�P�S�H�U�I�H�F�W���²���K�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�·�O�O��
show them what it means to walk with God. 

And they even notice what you do on Sunday mornings �²���R�U���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���G�R�������$�Q�G���W�K�H�\�·�U�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�O�O��
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H�������:�K�H�Q���\�R�X�·�U�H���L�Q���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���O�H�D�U�Q���E�\���\�R�X�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �� �:�K�H�Q���\�R�X��
sing hymns, pray, read lessons, help as an usher, or serve communion the watching children quietly learn, for 
whether you asked for the job or not, you are one of their teachers. 

We need men in this congregation who understand the honor and privilege of being watched by children. 
We need men who love children with a healthy love �² a love that comes from God and the example God 

gave us in Jesus. 
�:�H���Q�H�H�G���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���I�U�H�H�O�\���D�G�P�L�W���W�R���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�R�Q�·�W���N�Q�R�Z���L�W���D�O�O�����Z�K�R���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V��

their sins, and sacrifice themselves so the children can grow strong in ways that are pleasing to God. 

�:�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R�Q�·�W���Q�H�H�G���D�U�H���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���Q�R���R�Q�H���L�V���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� 

�$�Q�G���Z�H���G�R�Q�·�W���Q�H�H�G���D�Q�\���P�R�U�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\-morning-widows. 
May God forever bless you and the children you know and love, the children who are watching and 

waiting to become men and women themselves. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

(The following is adapted from a letter prepared by Rev. James Klosterboer                                                      
of Bethany ELCA, Elkader, Iowa) 

  

AN OPEN LETTER  TO TAN OPEN LETTER  TO T HE MEN OF PEACEHE MEN OF PEACE   
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THE SEASON OF LENTTHE SEASON OF LENT   

CONTINUEDCONTINUED   
Your pastors encourage you to engage in the 

spiritual disciplines of Lent - prayer, fasting, and 
sacrificial giving.  During our Lenten mid -week 
worship services (7:00 p.m. Wednesdays) a 
number of the pastors in our Streams in the Desert 
Conference will be preaching here at Peace. They 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���� �³�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R��
�*�U�D�F�H���� �8�Q�S�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q�� �6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�´���� �� �3�D�V�W�R�U��
Tim Stoller , who serves Lutheran Churches in Albia 
and Blakesburg, has identified six major themes of 
Lutheran Spirituality:  

�x�� �-�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���)�D�L�W�K�����7�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���*�R�R�G�Q�H�V�V 

�x�� People of the Story: Grounding Our Lives in 
the Gospel 

�x�� Prayer: Communicating from the Heart  

�x�� Sacramental Living: Drawing New Life from 
Font & Table 

�x�� Loving God & Neighbor: Exercising 
Christian Freedom 

�x�� Distinguishing Law & Gospel: Expressing 
Humility & Hope  

The tentative plan is to offer a retreat on 
Lutheran Spirituality for the members of our 
conference on the weekend of April 29-30 at a 
location somewhere in South Central Iowa. 

During our midweek Lenten services we will be 
using a new liturgy compiled by Pastor Kim 
�H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�)�R�U���W�K�H���6�D�N�H���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G�´�� 

 During the Sundays of Lent Pastor Pries and 
Pastor Kim will focus on the Old Testament 
�/�H�V�V�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�V���� 

 

Texts include: 

March 5:  Genesis 9: 8 -17 

March 12:  Genesis 17: 1 -7, 15-16 

March 19:  Exodus 20: 1 -17 

March 26:  Numbers 21: 4 -9.  

 

PRAYERS FOR HEALINGPRAYERS FOR HEALING   

A number of Peace members have expressed 
appreciation for the Service of Healing that was 
held on Sunday, February 19th.  

A proposal to hold these services several times 
per year will be considered at the next Peace 
Worship Committee meeting.  

In the meantime, your pastors want you to 
know that they are available to offer prayers for 
healing and anointing with oil on an individual 
basis. If you would like to arrange a time, please 
contact Pastor Pries or Pastor Kim.  

 

 

Lenten 
Worship 
Services  

                      
 Wednesdays �× 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

THE THE 44 ���5�¶�6���2�)���6�3�,�5�,�7�8�$�/�����5�¶�6���2�)���6�3�,�5�,�7�8�$�/��
RENEWALRENEWAL   

   Lent is a season of spiritual renewal that helps 
you prepare for the Resurrection of Jesus on 
Easter. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts 
40 days, plus 6 Sundays. 

Lent is a special opportunity to: 

�x�� R �H�I�O�H�F�W���R�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���6�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���D�Q�G���L�W�V���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J��
for us today. 

�x�� Recall your Baptismal Vows, and renew your 
commitment to God.  

�x�� Review your Life, and let it be directed by 
God. 

�x�� R�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���-�H�V�X�V�¶���&�D�O�O���I�R�U���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���P�H�U�F�\��
�W�R�Z�D�U�G���D�O�O���*�R�G�¶�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�� 

(The following is adapted from a letter prepared by Rev. James Klosterboer                                                      
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COUNCIL COUNCIL   
PRESIDENT �¶S REPORT  

2006 certainly has begun with a flurry of 
activity here at Peace Lutheran Church. We have 
had two congregational meetings each with a 
single agenda. On January 8 the members 
present voted with overwhelming support to offer 
a contract to Kirby-Smith Associates, Inc. to lead 
us in fundraising for our Capital Campaign, and 
on January 22 the membership, again with 
equally overwhelming support, voted to offer a 
contract to the design/build team of architects - 
Bahr, Vermeer, Haecker and builders - Breiholz 
Construction. The votes supporting the 
recommendations of the RST Fundraising and 
Building Subteams validated all their efforts, hard 
work, and expertise. 

 The Relocation Steering Team will be 
celebrating their one-year anniversary with a 
well-deserved outing in the near future. They 
have been an inspiration to all of us throughout 
this past year, and we owe them our gratitude. As, 
together, we continue the work they have so ably 
�V�W�D�U�W�H�G�����,�¶�O�O���V�K�D�U�H���D���T�X�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���V�H�H�P�V���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�� 

�³�*�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�U�H�H���I�R�U�P�V��   

A feeling in the heart;  

An expression in words;  

�$�Q�G���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���U�H�W�X�U�Q���´�� 

           Our time is short and our task is great.  

Our Capital Campaign Kick-Off Event is 
scheduled for June 3-4 with Commitment Sunday 
following on June 11. Soon you may be called on 
to help with one of the numerous fundraising 
committees currently being formed. All of the 
work of the Relocation Steering Team can only be 
rewarded if we also do our part.  

Please give their requests for your 
participation prayer consideration. If we all do 
our part, those tasks that loom so large will seem 
small.  

 

Guy Blair ,  

Council President 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP   
GIVE  PEACE ! 

The stewardship committee continues to plan 
for the annual giving program and to develop our 
role in the new building fund raising initiative.   

For the annual program we are seeking a unique 
and effective theme for Peace Church.  We are 
looking at some creative methods to make fulfilling 
your pledge easier for the membership.  We also 
seek your feedback on the envelope program we 
are currently using. (Envelopes mailed home four 
time a year) 

As a committee we seek at least one more 
member willing to serve with us. If you are 
interested in joining our exciting team, please 
contact John Roslien.   

GO PEACE !   

John Roslien 

FINANCEFINANCE  

Peace Members, 

�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X�������7�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���Z�H���D�U�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J��
from many of the organizations that receive our 
benevolence gifts.  As head of the Finance 
Committee these letters find their way to me, and I 
felt it was important to pass these many thanks 
along to you.  We are making a difference in the 
lives of others! 

Our financial situation is as follows:  We are 
currently carrying a $10,927 deficit in the general 
fund.  This does not mean that the church as a 
whole is in debt, as restricted funds are greater 
than the deficit.  But because of the way that our 
funds are allocated and spent, restricted funds are 
only available for spending within defined 
guidelines and are not available for general 
operating expenses. 

Much of this deficit was carried over from 2005 
�D�V�� �D�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �R�I�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V�� �F�K�D�U�W�H�U�� �W�R��
provide 16% of the budget to benevolence. Giving 
was also down during the months of November 
and December of 2005 as well as January 2006. 

It is important to keep you aware of this 
situation and to ask each of you to assess your 
giving. 

To frame the deficit issue up, if each giving unit 
could give a one time additional donation of $50 
this deficit can be eliminated. 

Jon Rahn 
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SOCIAL MINISTRIESSOCIAL MINISTRIES  

FOOD  SHELF  
In January an average of 31 families visited the 

Food Shelf each week.  This is the lowest number 
in several years.  Lately many more of the elderly 
poor have signed up to use the Food Shelf.  We 
would encourage the congregation to provide 
transportation to the Food Shelf for any elderly 
acquaintance in need. 

If you have made a commitment to work at the 
Food Shelf it is important that you let someone 
know when you cannot be there.  Please call 
scheduler Laura Adams (628-9394), stockperson 
JoAnn Nokes (628-9377) or coordinator Helen 
Boertje (628-4716) so a replacement can be 
found. 

Helen Boertje 

 
M EN  OF  PEACE  

�$�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �³�0�H�Q�� �R�I�� �3�H�D�F�H�´�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �J�D�W�K�H�U��
together the first 
Saturday of every 
mon th  a t  Peace 
Lutheran Church for 
breakfast! One or two 
members of the group 
take turns volunteering 
to make the breakfast 
each time.  

It is a great opportunity 
for food, fellowship, 
devotion and fun, 
together with other men 
in our congregation!  
This informal gathering  

�J�L�Y�H�V���X�V���W�L�P�H���W�R���E�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���*�R�G�¶�V���:�R�U�G����
work on service projects, get to know one 
another, form friendships, and build a stronger 
community of witnesses, to better serve our Lord 
as Men of Faith in our own households and 
community.   

Please prayerfully consider attending.  Our 
next meeting is March 4, from 7:30- 8:30am. 
Please contact Ross Ver Helst if you can attend at 
628-4869 or verhelr@iowatelecom.netverhelr@iowatelecom.net.  

 

50+ G ROUP  M ARCH  SERVICE  PROJECT  

     On Wednesday, March 22, the 50+ Group 
will prepare and serve one of the congregation 
fellowship suppers before the Lenten worship.  
50+ people are invited to sign up on the paper in 
the narthex to bring items of food including 
spaghetti noodles, spaghetti sauce with meat and 
without meat, bread, carrots, cookies or bars.  
Also, sign up to help cook, serve, or clean up.  
Money collected will assist Peace youth to attend 
the San Antonio Youth Gathering in July.            

50+ Coordinators 

Julia Moen, Pat Neil, and Anita Whitaker 
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COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS   
 

EXCITING  YEAR  FOR  THE                   
COMMUNICATIONS  COMMITTEE  

2006 will most definitely be an exciting year for 
all of us at Peace Lutheran Church as we are well 
into the planning and development of relocation. As 
communications councilor, I will say that this will 
be a busy year for our committee and we are 
pleased to serve our Peace Family. 

Committee members are: Tami Breuklander, 
Tom Cerwinski, Shelby Wartick, Sandy Robinson, 
Cathy Hones and myself. At our first meeting, we 
discussed what we thought to be our primary areas 
of focus for 2006. Understanding that these 
objectives serve only as a guideline and we are 
flexible to change focus and responsibilities 
throughout the year as we will have so much to 
communicate! 

One of our top priorities will be working closely 
with the RST committee to ensure that Peace 
members understand where we are with the process 
as well as informing the community of relocation 
efforts. We will be designing the new sign to be built 
at the building site, assisting with the RST webpage 
development, obtaining media coverage to 
announce relocation efforts to the community as 
�Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �³�3�H�D�F�H�� �3�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
community.  

The website has proven to be a fabulous medium 
of communication for our members. We will 
continue to work with the office staff and church 
members to maintain a dynamic site that is easy to 
maintain, update and provides the information you 
need.  

We will also be focusing on several other 
mediums of communications and advertising such 
as, newsletter, radio, newspaper, community 
websites, and brochures. 

If you have any ideas, questions, suggestions, or 
would like to join our committee, please call or send 
me an email. We appreciate the feedback!  

Together we will communicate the good news! 

Jessica Held 

  

  

EVANGELISMEVANGELISM   
THE  PROBLEM  OF  SUCCESS 

Anita and I returned on February 4 from a trip 
to Tanzania during which we spent four days 
visiting in Mwanga. We had the opportunity to 
spend one of those days visiting schools in the 
Jipe and Kwakoa parishes, two of the parishes in 
which we are assisting AIDS orphans with their 
school costs. We had a chance to talk with some 
of the orphans, to take pictures, and to reassess 
what we are doing in our joint ministry to the 
orphans with the Mwanga Parish. In this report 
whenever I use the term "we" in relation to a 
decision that "we made" I am referring to a 
decision made jointly with our Mwanga partners, 
or, more often, decisions that they recommended 
and with which we concurred. 

Three years ago we began this joint ministry to 
AIDS orphans. At that time children in primary 
school were required to pay tuition and to wear 
uniforms and leather shoes. Many orphans and 
those who cared for them could not afford either 
tuition or uniforms, so many had to drop out of 
school after their parents died. The cost of 
tuition, uniform, shoes, and supplies for one child 
was about $85 per year. We set a goal of 
supporting 150 primary school orphans that first 
year, even though we knew that there were over 
300 needing help. We simply did not feel we had 
the resources to help them all.  

Before we sent our money the Tanzanian 
government cancelled tuition for primary school 
students, dramatically dropping the cost per 
student. We were able to buy uniforms, shoes, 
and school supplies for all of the orphans in 
primary school who needed them  Orphans who 
had never been to school or who had dropped out 
when their parents died were able to go to school.  

There were a few orphans, about 50, who had 
passed their exams after standard 7 (7th grade) 
and were in secondary school but needed 
assistance. We were able to help them stay in 
school by assisting them with their tuition, 
though we could not pay the total tuition, which 
runs about $120-$150 per year. Students with 
secondary school education are much more likely 
to get jobs than those with only primary school. 
We were thus able to keep all of the orphans in 
school, both at the primary and secondary levels. 
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We decided that the cost of high school (the two 
years after the four years of secondary school) was 
too expensive for us to support, and there were 
some other resources available for the few (about 1 
in 40) who went on to high school. There were also 
some orphans in secondary school that we did not 
help because they had other sources of help. 

We have been successful in helping to keep the 
orphans in primary school so that each year we have 
had a larger number who completed standard 7 and 
passed their exams to go to secondary school. While 
the number of orphans is still increasing every year, 
they do not all need new uniforms each year. Some 
wear their uniforms more than one year and some 
pass them on to younger children. Sometimes 
families are able to pay for the uniforms. As a result, 
the number of uniforms that we purchase each year 
has dropped slightly. But the number we help to pay 
secondary school tuition has increased greatly, and 
tuition is much more expensive than uniforms.  

Students in form 1 (the first year of secondary 
school) must not only pay tuition, they must also 
have uniforms and all of the supplies necessary to 
live away from home, since the students live at the 
schools. This year (starting January of 2006, the 
start of the school year in Tanzania) we have 52 
orphans starting form 1, almost as many as we had 
in all four secondary school grades when we began 
this ministry three years ago. By contrast, there are 
only 17 in form 4 (the last year of secondary school). 
Exam results are not yet back to show how many 
students will be in forms 2 and 3, but will be close to 
forty in each of these grades. We expect to be 
supporting 150 orphans in secondary school this 
year. 

Students who complete form 2 (the second year 
of secondary school) are eligible to go to trade 
school, even if they don't pass their exams to go on 
to form 3. Because of family circumstances some 
students choose to go to vocational technical schools 
even when they pass their exam. We are presently 
supporting 7 students in vocational technical 
schools. Four of the orphans that we supported have 
completed VTS and are now employed. Five have 
completed form 4 but we have no information on 
their employment. We are supporting one student 
in high school who passed his exams with very high 
grades and has the potential of going on to college, 
an exception to our usual policy. 

This success means that each year the cost of 
keeping the orphans in school is more, not less, 
than the year before. We face problems in 
meeting our church budget and the challenge of 
building a new church building. We cannot 
afford to support orphans at the expense of 
neglecting our pledging to the budget or the new 
building; we cannot rob Peter to pay Paul. Our 
challenge is to dig deeper in our commitment to 
the opportunities that God has laid before us, to 
sacrifice some of our wants to meet the needs 
beyond us. 

When we provide food and clothes for 
orphans, we know the clothes will wear out and 
the children will be hungry again. But when we 
make it possible for them to get an education, we 
give a gift that will go with them for the rest of 
their lives. Education will open to them doors of 
opportunity for supporting themselves and their 
families and of having useful and dignified lives. 

Dick Whitaker 

 

 

H URRICANE  K ATRINA  RECOVERY  
VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITY  

     An opportunity to provide hands-on help in 
the Hurricane Katrina relief effort is in the 
planning stages.  Contact has been made through 
Lutheran Disaster Response effort with a 
volunteer organization in Mobile, Alabama.   

Anyone interested in spending a week this 
summer helping in this long -term recovery effort 
please contact John Joenks at 641-627-5719 or 
johkar@iowatelecom.net.  We will be planning a johkar@iowatelecom.net.  We will be planning a 
meeting to do some logistical work the middle of 
March.   

This will be hard, physical work such as 
possibly hanging drywall and/or roofing.  We 
will also be choosing from a number of dates 
available an acceptable week for those wanting 
to help.  Any questions, feel free to contact John. 
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FROM  NAIROBI  
 

Hello All,  

 It's hard to believe it's been so long since I've 
touched base with all of you back in the States. 
This will be my fifth month living in Kenya. 
Sometimes it seems like its been that long and 
other times I feel like I just arrived.  

 I have been luckily enough to travel to many 
different areas around Kenya for my work.  Not 
so long ago I traveled to Malindi for a leader-
ship seminar led by two American's from Chi-
cago. The best part for me was that I had no 
trouble understanding what was going on and 
didn't need a translator. The speakers said 
many things which all people, not just Kenyans, 
need to hear about taking the initiative to 
change the social problems. 

 The last two weeks in January I traveled 
with the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church's 
Women's Department. Our first stop was a mis-
sion region on the border of Kenya and Tanza-
nia called Lungalunga. It is one of the poorest  
regions in the country and has been in a 
drought for almost seven years. 

 The way of life was so different from what 
you would witness in the U.S.  They lived in 
mud houses with no plumbing or electricity.   
The members of  the congregation were from a 
variety of different tribes, including the Maasai  

 For those of you who are unfamiliar with the 
Maasai they are one of the many tribes that 
practice polygamy. Many of the men had three 
or more wives and dozens of children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The main purpose of the visit was to hold a 
workshop on a variety of issues affecting the 
people of Lungalunga, including HIV/AIDS, 
how to start a small business and women's 
rights.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next stop on our trip was the town of 
Taveta. It was also on the border of Tanzania, 
but had a great view of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  Here 
there was a Women's Department meeting and 
a workshop given by a German pastor.  We left 
Taveta on a Sunday, but not before we went to 
a three and half hour service! 

 Back in Nairobi things are going well. I re-
cently moved out of the house I was living in 
and into the apartment of an American woman 
who works for a safari company in Kenya.  I 
have been very blessed by having such nice 
places to live in these past few months. 

 This weekend I plan on visiting my first na-
tional park in Kenya . A few other American 
volunteers and I are taking a short trip to Lake 
Naivasha. I hope to see some hippos and ele-
phants around the lake and get a chance to do 
a little hiking.  

 I hope you all are handling the winter 
weather well. Sometimes on the really hot days 
I would love to have a snow storm. I guess you 
always want what you can't have!   

Thanks for your continued support over 
these past few months. 

 It's wonderful to read your emails and know 
what's going on back home. 

 Take care, 

 Gretchen King 
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BEAT  THE  DRUMS  
We have received a letter from Tiffany Van 

Gorp, a senior at Central College, who is going as 
a three year volunteer missionary to South Africa 
shortly after her graduation.  

Tiffany has not attended Peace and is not go-
ing with an ELCA program. However, she will be 
working as part of a Christian program (Beat the 
Drums) that works with young people in an 
HIV/AIDS prevention program. She is seeking 
financial and prayer support for her work. If you 
are interested in learning, more contact Tiffany 
at tsvgl@ msn.org. 

 

 

 

 M ARCH               
ADULT   CHOIR   
 SCHEDULE   

March 1 at 6:30 p.m.              
and after services on 
March 29 at 7:40 p.m.  

 

There are no rehearsals on March 8, 15 or 22 

  March Snow Removal   
    Schedule        

March 5�² Chris Van Berkum 

March 12�² Jess Vasina 

March 19�² Steve Buzick 

March 26�² Chris Brown 
 

Snow removal includes all of Peace Sidewalks Only     

The Parking area is the responsibility of a snow 
removal company. 

Please remember to find your own replacement if you 
cannot fulfill you scheduled week. Some weeks will be 
light or no snow at all, others weeks may need the 
snow removed several times. Feel free to call someone 
on the list for help on heavy snow weeks. 

Thank you for volunteering for this task.  

Call Ron Evans, Property Councilor,                                        
621-0188 with questions.  
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 Council Retreat  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thurs.  Friday  Sat  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 1 
12:00 Bible Lunch  
4:00 Almost Angels  
5:30 Lenten Meal  
6:30 Adult Choir 
7:00  Worship  
 
  LYO Book Sale  

 2 
9:00 Yoga  
10:30 Staff  
7:00 
Fundraising 
Workshop  

3 
11:00 

Community 
Based 

Support 
Group  
5:30 

Fundraising 
Workshop  

 4 
7:30 
Men of 
Peace 
  

 5 
8:15 Worship  
9:30 Ed. Hour  
9:30 Blood 
Pressure Check  
10:45 Worship  
5:45 Confirmation  
  
  LYO Book Sale  

 6 
7:00 Executive  
       Committee  
  

 7 
6:30 Bible Study  
8:00 Food Shelf  
6:30 Food Shelf  
7:00 Shalom Circle  
  

 8 
9:30 Moms & Tots  
12:00 Bible Lunch  
4:00 Almost Angels  
5:30 Lenten Meal  
7:00  Worship  
  
   LYO Book Sale  

 9 
9:00 Yoga  
7:00 
Evangelism  
  

10 
11:00 

Community 
Based 

Support 
Group  

 
 

 11 
CTIM 

 12 
8:15 Worship  
9:30 Ed. Hour  
10:45 Worship  
5:45 Confirmation  

 13 
6:15 Social  
        Ministry  
6:30  
SundaySchool      
Teachers Mtg  
7:00 RST 
  

 14 
6:30 Bible Study  
8:00 Food Shelf  
9:00 WIC 
9:30 Streams  
9:30 Philia Circle  
9:30 Immun.Cinic  
6:30 Food Shelf  
7:00 Stewardship  
       Finance  
  

 15 
12:00 Bible Lunch  
4:00 Almost Angels  
5:30 Lenten Meal  
7:00  Worship  
  

 16 
9:00 Yoga  
7:00 Council  
  

17 
9:00 Staff  

  
11:00 

Community 
Based 

Support 
Group  

  
  

 18 
  

 19 
Food Shelf Sunday  

  
8:15 Worship  
9:30 Ed. Hour  
10:45 Worship  
  
  

 20 
4:00 
    Newsletter  
      Articles  
          Due 
7:00 TEC 
        Council  
  

 21 
6:30 Bible Study  
8:00 Food Shelf  
6:30 Food Shelf  
7:00 Health  
        Ministries  
  

 22 
9:30 Moms & Tots  
12:00 Bible Lunch  
2:00 Caring Visitors  
4:00 Almost Angels  
5:30 Lenten Meal  
7:00  Worship  
 
  

 23 
9:00 Yoga  
9:30 Quilting  
         for LWR 
10:30 Staff  
  

24 
11:00 

Community 
Based 

Support 
Group  

  

 25 
  

 26 
  

8:15 Worship  
9:30 Ed. Hour  
10:45 Worship  
  

 27 
4:30 

Newsletter  
Assembly  

 7:00 RST 

 28 
6:30 Bible Study  
8:00 Food Shelf  
2:00 Immun.Clinic  
6:30 Food Shelf  
  

29 
5:30 Lenten Meal  
7:00  Worship  
7:40 Adult Choir  

30 
9:00 Yoga  
10:30 Staff  
  

31 
11:00 

Community 
Based 

Support 
Group  
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MA RCH 2006 WORSHI P ASSI STANTS  

NOTE: If you are unable to 
perform your scheduled task ,  
please inform the Peace office 
of your replacement. 

Coffee Time Preparation  
Mar. 5   Dorothy VandeKieft   
Mar. 12  Jeff & Jacquie Anderson  
Mar. 19  Brent & Beth Bartels  
Mar. 26  Don & Helen Boertje  

Worship Coordinators for March are Larry Mulder  and Sue Cerwinske  

  
Greeters                 

8:15 
Greeters                 

10:45 
Ushers              

8:15 
Ushers                  
10:45  

Readers                   
8:15 

Readers                       
10:45 Cantors                  

1 

7:00 p.m.      Brass,Bev        

        Brass, Dennis       

5 Stratton,Derek Hacker,Kristin(CUI) Trow,Don Williams,Julie Rasmussen,Dak King,Anita Wayne Martens  

  Stratton,Julie Rodenberg,Isaac(CUI) Wogen,Brian Williams,Shawn      Karine Grindberg 

8   Sauer,Bernard   Moen, Allen & Julia   Confirmation   

 7:00 p.m.    Sauer,Edith   confirmation kids   kids   

12     Browne,Cheryl Taylor,Aileen Whitaker,Dick Moen,Julia Matt Bentz  

  Trow,Shirley Whitaker,Kim Browne,Randy Porter,David     Scott DePenning  

15       confirmation kids   confirmation   

 7:00 p.m.            kids   

19 Roslien,John Yang,Ying Rollings,Char Eggerling,Arlen Martens,Wayne Peterson,Karin  Cheryl Brown 

  Roslien,Sheri Yang,Yonah Rollings,Marv Sokol,Steve      Diane Wills 

22       Zagers,Ally & Chris   Confirmation   

 7:00 p.m.        confirmation kids   kids   

26 VanVark,Lynn Williams,Julie Wolf,Paul Myers,Jacque Rahn,Amy Lanke,Don  Liz DePenning 

    Williams,Shawn Robus,Duane Myers,Tim      Carla Ferguson 

29       Kalkwarf,Gary   Confirmation   

 7:00 p.m.        King,Dennis   kids   

  
Acolytes                  

8:15 
Acolytes                  

10:45 

Communion 
Assistants             

8:15 

Communion             
Assistants              

10:45  
Nursery                    

8:15 
Nursery                        

10:45 
Altar                     
Guild  

1 S. Jensen L.DePenning         Sauer, Edith 

 7:00 p.m.              Verhoef, Sandy 

5 M. Hrdlicka H. Morgan Bentz,Matt DeJong,Steve Hones,Cathy Riddle,Amy Sauer, Edith 

  J. Brown R. Yang Bollard,Betty Linn,Dennis     Verhoef, Sandy 

8 S. Hrdlicka H. Tangen         Sauer, Edith 

 7:00 p.m.              Verhoef, Sandy 

12 B. Kalkwarf J. Dickenson Vasina,Amy Blair,Jane Kerndt,Allison Buzick,Julie Browne, Cheryl 

  D. Lynch B. Norman Wills,Diane Joenks, John     Van Der Pol, Sondra 

15 T. Argo R. Lanke         Browne, Cheryl 

 7:00 p.m.              Van Der Pol, Sondra 

19 N. Dorman J. Buzick Boertje,Helen Pries, Lesley Whitmore,Lisa VerHelst,  Stephanie Browne, Cheryl 

 T. Adams D. Verhoef Van Vark, Lynn King,Dennis     Van Der Pol, Sondra 

22 C. Hones K. Bokhoven         Browne, Cheryl 

 7:00 p.m.              Van Der Pol, Sondra 

26 T. Van Weelden L. Bentzinger Morgan,Wes Breuklander,Tami Kalkwarf,Nancy Cerwinske,Sue Breuklander, Tami 

  E. Lyng W. Williams VanVark,Janine Schnell,Carolyn     Browne, Cheryl 

29 A. Lauritsen B. Martens         Breuklander, Tami 

 7:00 p.m.              Browne, Cheryl 
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ANNUAL REPORT UPDATESANNUAL REPORT UPDATES   

  
Following are corrections and omissions from 

the Annual Report.  

Any one who wishes an entire updated version of 
the 2005 Annual Report please contact the Peace 
office.  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES:                     
  Debi Martens 

What a wonderful year at Peace!  Our 
committee members are Helen Boertje, Sara 
Eggland, Kathy George, Anita Whitaker, and Debi 
Martens.  Our church has been very active in Pella 
and I would love for you to join in.  Check out all 
that is going on, in this committee as well as the 
others described in this report.  See where you can 
�M�X�P�S���L�Q���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H���*�R�G�¶�V���/�R�Y�H�� 

FOOD SHELF   - Helen Boertje  
This past year 74 new families registered to use 

the Food Shelf with an average of 38 families 
visiting weekly.  Sixty-nine families received a 
turkey and ingredients for a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal.  The Food Shelf committee 
consisted of Helen Boertje, Coordinator; Gina Lin, 
Assistant Coordinator; Geri Galliart, Treasurer: 
Laura Adams, Scheduler of Volunteers; JoAnn 
Nokes, Stock person.  Gary Galliart, and Ralph 
and Vicki Lemay assisted JoAnn Nokes.   

Neoma Ruffridge supervised the distribution of 
laundry and personal care items, which each 
family may receive once a month.  Those who 
served as receptionists were Dot Beason, Kay 
Bradley, Cheryl Browne, Sara Eggland, Allison 
Kerndt, and Lynn Robus.   

Others who worked at the Food Shelf at least 
once a month were Debi Martens, John Joenks, 
BetteJo Knock, Ann Katsekes, Billy Moll, Tom 
Seagers (worked more than once a month), Lynn 
Van Vark, and Eric Martin (stock person). Thanks 
to everyone who helped by sorting, sacking, 
driving to the Food Bank in Des Moines, or giving 
donations.   

 

 

CARING VISITORS�² Anita Whitaker  

       Caring Visitors called on nine shut-ins and 
ill members in 2005.   Four new babies and 
parents were visited.  We had six volunteers 
willing to drive people to doctor's appointments if 
needed.  Dorothy Samuelson visited several sick 
members regularly by phone.  Anita Whitaker sent 
seventy seven cards to members of Peace who had 
sickness or a death in their family.  We also 
rejoiced with parents of new babies and 
confirmants by sending cards.   

Thank you to all the Caring Visitors-Nell 
Eliason, Julia Moen, Lynn Robus, Lynn Van Vark, 
Dorothy Samuelson, Dorothy Vande Kieft, Jim 
Huyser, Kim Whitaker and Dick Whitaker.   You 
have given so freely of your time and love to help 
others in the Peace Family. 

Nell Eliason assists with the arrangement of 
meals to families with an illness or a new baby!  
This year they arranged 15 families to have meals 
brought in.  Pleas feel free to alert the office or 
Pastor if you have this need.   

 

FIFTY PLUS (50+)  �± Julia Moen 
    The Fifty Plus (50+) Group is a fellowship 

organization of people at Peace who admit to 
being at least 50 years old or who know someone 
who is 50 plus.  In April, Ralph and Vicki LeMay 
handed over the coordinating duties to Julia 
Moen, Pat Neil, and Anita Whitaker. 

    Several activities were organized for the 
group in 2005, including a luncheon in April and 
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�R���K�R�Q�R�U���0�D�U�N���3�U�L�H�V�¶���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
�K�L�V�� �G�R�F�W�R�U�D�O�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �'�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �+�H�O�H�Q�� �%�R�H�U�W�M�H�¶�V��
50th wedding anniversary in May.   

    During the summer the group attended a 
Shakespeare play and had dessert together, visited 
the Reiman Gardens in Ames, saw the musical 
�³�7�K�H�� �)�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F�N�V�´�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �E�\�� �U�H�I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���� �D�Q�G��
went to the Iowa State Fair.   

    In the fall, 50+ people viewed the night sky at 
the Central Observatory, shared a meal with the 
�7�D�Q�]�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�� �D�W�� �/�D�U�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�Y�L�V�� �:�K�L�W�D�N�H�U�¶�V��
�K�R�P�H���� �D�Q�G���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���V�O�L�G�H�V���R�I�� �$�O�O�H�Q���0�R�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�P�P�H�U��
bike ride.  Inclement weather led to cancellation of 
attendance at the Wartburg concert in December 
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HEALTH  MINISTRIES  -Dorothy  VandeKieft  

This ministry was begun in June of 2003 and 
our Mission Statement reflects our goal: To 
Integrate Christian Care Giving and Value in 
Helping Others Find Resources to Meet their 
Health Needs.  

This past year, we have: 

�xAcquired an Automatic External Defibrillator 
with a grant from Wheat Ridge Ministries and 
matching funds from our church.  

�xHeld two training programs for members of the 
congregation and staff in the use of the AED, and 
one CPR class.  Several members took advantage 
of this training in April and October.    
Instructors were Don DeKock and Brenda 
VerSteeg. 

�xOffered information to members regarding 
prescription assistance programs, and individual 
medical history files. 

�xA presentation about Sleep Apnea was 
presented by Gary Kalkwarf, CRT  in March. 

�xPrepared a First Aid Kit that is available on the 
shelf in the narthex. 

�xContinued to offer monthly blood pressure 
checks on the first Sunday of each month. 

In the coming year, we will be offering more 
classes on CPR and the use of the AED, monthly 
blood pressure checks, and forums on health 
issues and other topics related to holistic health. 

 
 

TULIP  TIME  HOSPITALITY 
Dave and Arlene Lindgren were in charge of 

the hospitality at Peace this year during Tulip 
Time.  Many people signed in and were 
appreciative for the opportunity to freshen up at 
our church.  Many members of Peace were there 
to greet them and keep the area filled and clean.  
A big thank you to Carolyn DeCora for checking 
between times of volunteers.   

 

 

CROP WALK 

Ralph and Vicki LeMay were once again in 
charge of the Crop Walk in October.  Seventy-
five per cent of the money raised goes to 
World Hunger, and the other twenty -five 
percent goes to the Food Shelf!  We really 
appreciate all the organizational help the 
�/�H�0�D�\�¶�V���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P������ 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Larry Mulder was our new representative at 

Peace.  For one day in August, 15-20 Peace 
volunteers helped at the Habitat Home on 
Brook Circle.  The confirmation classes served 
mid-morning snack, and lunch with the 
donations from the congregation.  What a 
wonderful day spent together with each other 
in such a different way for many of us.   

What an enlightening year for me!  Peace 
people are very busy within the church, ELCA, 
Community of Pella, and the world!  Helen, 
Sara, Kathy, and Anita are faithful workers for 
the Lord!  They have allowed me to sit back 
and watch as they worked their wonders 
through Peace.  As you look through this 
annual report, find something of interest to 
you to share the love of Christ.  There are 
many unique ways to do this.  To God Be The 
Glory, Great Things He Has Done  

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
 

M EMBERSH IP  AS OF DEC EMBER 2005                               
 2005  2004   2003   2002  2001  

Baptized   649 645 627  597 622  

Confirmed 473 460 446  435 452 

Households 281 274 274  250 234 
       

AVERAG E WEEKLY ATTEN DAN C E                       
 240 249 252  254 280  




