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P e a c e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Bishop Hougen at Peace November 20  
Our bishop, Phil Hougen, is the preacher for our 2005 Mission 

Festival.  Bishop Hougen is a strong advocate for mission within our 
Synod and globally.  His recent visit to Tanzania included a visit to 
Mwanga and an time to teach pastors (including Pastor Senkoro) of Pare.  
A traditional fall festival turkey dinner follows the 10:45 worship service.   

 
Thanksgiving Worship  

 November 23  
Our celebration of thanks-giving is November 23 at 7:00 p.m.   We 

will gather at First Baptist Church (Broadway at Independence) with the 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �)�L�U�V�W�� �%�D�S�W�L�V�W���� �6�W���� �0�D�U�\�¶�V���� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �5�H�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G��
Methodist Church of Pella. Rev. Jim Hibma of Crossroads of Pella will 
preach. The offering includes cash gifts to Crossroads and non-perishable 
food items for the Pella Food Shelf.  
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Worship  

 

 Quarterly Meeting  
 November 20  

 
The people of Peace will meet on November 20 at 7:00 p.m.  

The agenda includes elections, approval of the 2006 budget, a 
report from the Relocation Steering Team, and other topics of 
interest to those gathered.  

A report from the nominating  committee can be found on 
page 13 within this newsletter. 

 
 

 

Advent Begins  
November 27  

 
During the weeks preceding Christmas we will 
Remember Advent is an intentional time of 

personal renewal for the coming of the Lord.  Sunday sermons 
will focus on the gospel readings using the themes of Return, 
Repent, Respond and Receive. 

Wednesday evenings vespers during Advent will follow the 
Holden Evening order. 



2 PEACEMEAL  

   The determination to feed a hungry world requires 
talk that leads to actions.  There are so many factors 
that complicate getting the bounty to the hungry.  
Where can we possibly begin? 

Lack of infrastructures to receive the grain looms 
large as a problem for many hungry nations.  Because 
hungry nations are generally poor, building harbors 
and roads to receive grain are not cost-effective.  
Supply-demand principles break down in the face of 
poverty and necessity that can not make a market-
driven economy.   

Bread for the World is an organization that works 
within political structures to feed the hungry.  One of 
our principles as members of Bread for the World is 
that food is never a weapon or bargaining chip for 
political leverage.  Our Social Ministries Committee 
and some members monitor Bread for the World 
mailings to lead us to actions we can take to influence 
decision-makers 

While struggling with the complicated matter of 
world hunger, we know well that the market price for 
grain produced in Iowa is very fragile.  Iowa farmers 
operate on a very close margin.  The ever-increasing 
fuel costs will challenge most farmers as grain is 
frequently bought/sold on the futures market which 
one can only hope anticipated the magnitude of the 
recent increased fuel costs.   

These are only some of the thoughts through the 
privilege of having hosted our mission partners from 
Mwanga.  Please join me in continuing to wonder 
about the larger world we have received through the 
recent visitation of three wise ones from the east.  
Our conversations and reflections will lead to 
prayers; our prayers will lead to actions.  Let us be all 
the more determined to repent and believe that God 
will continue to grant us the privilege of sharing 
kingdom work with the whole people of God. 

�/�H�W�� �-�D�P�H�V�¶�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �O�L�Y�H�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �X�V���� ���³�,�I�� �D�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U��
or sister is naked and lacks daily food,  and one of 
�\�R�X�� �V�D�\�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�P���� �µ�*�R�� �L�Q�� �S�H�D�F�H���� �N�H�H�S�� �Z�D�U�P�� �D�Q�G�� �H�D�W��
�\�R�X�U�� �I�L�O�O���¶�� �D�Q�G�� �\�H�W�� �\�R�X�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �V�X�S�S�O�\�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �E�R�G�L�O�\��
�Q�H�H�G�V�����Z�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���R�I���W�K�D�W�"�´ (James 2:15-16)    

 

 

ENCOUNTERING  BOUNTY  

When you reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest.  You shall 
not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen 
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for 
the poor and the alien: I am the LORD your God. 
(Leviticus 19:9-10)   

On Friday October 21 Dick Whitaker and I took 
Pastor Senkoro, Elisante and Severa to visit 
Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque and tour the 
Mississippi River front.  On Saturday morning we 
set out from Dubuque for Waverly and Wartburg 
College. 

The landscape was lush with color under a 
bright sun and Iowa seemed to be an extension of 
�0�R�Q�W�D�Q�D�¶�V�� �E�L�J�� �V�N�\���� �� �7�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�� �L�Q��
�,�R�Z�D�¶�V�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\���� �� �/�D�U�J�H�� �E�D�O�H�V�� �R�I��
corn-chaff dotted many fields.  Grain bins were full 
and yellow mountains of corn grew at many co-
ops.  Our passengers were amazed at the bounty 
and that the grain was uncovered. 

Dick and I had traveled the black-top between 
Mwanga and Same in Tanzania.  We had seen 
parched fields defying 5 years of drought, multi-
cropping of terraced hillsides holding sparse 
plantings of coffee, bananas and corn in the same 
plot and merchants trying to sell their few bushels 
of grain drying on straw mats. 

The backseat passengers grew increasingly 
silent and then fell asleep.  They were 
understandably weary after 15 days of mission-
sharing but honestly, what else could they do?  I 
suspect they had seen enough bounty.  

Meanwhile I was wondering about the harvest 
going from fence-row to fence-row.  The efficiency 
of the equipment would leave little for gleaning by 
creatures.  My wondering about habitat-loss faded 
as my thoughts returned to what the vista of this 
bountiful landscape might be doing to our guests.   

Returning to Pella we passed intersections 
where grain had spilled from wagons.  No one was 
collecting the spills though passing car and truck 
tires were grinding them to meal.  Bishop Hougen 
exhorts us to make feeding the hungry a priority in 
our mission.  We can take heart that we do host the 
Pella Food Shelf, support the C.R.O.P. Walk and 
Souper Bowl Sunday and include World Hunger in 
our benevolence budget each year.   
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Staff  
Senior Pastor                           
Mark Pries   
mpries@peacelutheranpella.orgmpries@peacelutheranpella.org 628-2899 
Pastor     
Kim Wills   
kimwills@peacelutheranpella.orgkimwills@peacelutheranpella.org  620-1101 
Office Administrator       
Carolyn DeCora  
cdecora@peacelutheranpella.orgcdecora@peacelutheranpella.org  628-2835 
Office Assistant                        
 Nadine Argo  
nargo@peacelutheranpella.orgnargo@peacelutheranpella.org 628-2835 
 

Music  Ministries  
 

Coordinator  
Brenda Colvin   628-8240 
Almost Angels Director  
Barb DePenning   628-4618 
Adult Choir Director  
Diane Wills    620-1101  
                     

Council  
 

President  

Dennis Brass                    628-1396 

Spiritual Life  
Dennis King   628-2653 
Secretary  
Dan Hones                   620-0603 
Treasurer  
Carol Kappel                   628-1135 
Communication  
Tom Cerwinske   628-8361 
Education  
Carolyn Schnell   628-8286 
Evangelism  
Dick Whitaker                 628-4360 
Finance  
Guy Blair    628-4887 
Fellowship  
Brenda Colvin   628-8240 
Property  
Ron Evans   621- 0188 
Social Ministries  
Debi Martens    621- 0087 
Stewardship  
Dave Cody   628-1899 
Young Adults  
Don DeKock                  628-1742 
 

BITS AND PEACES  

NEWS FROM THE PEACE OFFICE  

�1 �� December Newsletter 
Articles are due to the Peace 
office November 21st .  

�1 ��  Newsletter articles not 
received by the published due 
date will be included in the 
�Q�H�[�W�� �P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V�� �L�V�V�X�H���� �/�D�W�H�� �L�W�H�P�V��
with time value will be posted 

on the bulletin board across from the Peace 
office and included in the Sunday worship 
bulletins and News page of the Peace website. 

�1 �� Announcements for the Sunday worship 
bulletins need to be in the Peace office by 
noon on Thursdays  for printing Thursday 
afternoon. 

�1 �� Announcements for the Peace Website weekly 
calendar need to be in the Peace office by 
9:00 a.m.  Mondays . 

�1 �� Bring donations for the Food Shelf on the 
Third Sunday  each month.  

�1 �� The Health Ministry team is available to do 
blood pressure checks on the first Sunday of 
each month.    Stop by and see how your 
blood pressure is doing. 

�1 �� Help avoid overlap and space problems. Please 
schedule meetings, gatherings and events of 
all kinds through the Peace Office 

�1 �� Please bring announcements or sign up sheets  
for either the bulletin boards or  doors to the 
Peace office .  

�1 �� When using the fellowship hall or other Peace 
spaces for special events, please tidy-up the 
area  when you are finished. 

�1 �� Please return tables borrowed from Peace, to 
the room from which they were taken . If 
returned on a Saturday, set tables up between 
set up chairs. 

�1 �� Please update you personal information with 
the Peace office including your cell phone 
number  to use in case of an emergency.  

 




