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P e a c e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Dinner Reception �± September 18 about noon  

A reception dinner honoring Gretchen King and Bev Meyer will be 
provided on September 18 about noon following their commissioning 
as missionaries.   

The ham dinner with side dishes and beverages is for the entire 
congregation, friends and relatives.  Call the Peace office (641-628-
2835) or sign-up in the narthex to tell how many are coming with you.  

Gretchen has accepted an assignment to work with the Kenya 
Evangelical Lutheran Church for 12-months based in Nairobi, Kenya.  
Bev has accepted a 4-month assignment to teach at the Masai Girls 
School in Arusha, Tanzania. 

An offering envelope is enclosed to provide support for Bev.  An 
envelope was previously included to support Gretchen.  Both need 
about $6000 to cover expenses related to their service.  Make checks 
payable to Peace Lutheran Church and note on the memo line either 
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Confirmation is starting up again at 
Peace.  Classes will meet September 11 
and September 18 at 5:45 PM and have 

September 25 off for Fellowship/Service time.  The 6th �± 9th grade group will 
�G�H�O�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���$�S�R�V�W�O�H�¶�V���&�U�H�H�G���W�K�L�V���)�D�O�O���� ���$���E�L�J��thank you  to the leaders for 
this year.  6th ���J�U�D�G�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���:�H�W�W�H�U�¶�V�������.�L�P���:�K�L�W�D�N�H�U���D�Q�G���-�H�Q���/�D�Q�N�H��
will take the 7 th grade. Janice Brown and Kelvin Bokhoven are leading the 8th  
grade. And Pastor Pries will have the 9th grade until they are confirmed in 
November.  Keep your eyes open for more information as the year goes on.   
  Sunday School Kickoff 
 
Sunday School Kickoff is scheduled for September 11 at 9:30 a.m. 
Children, parents and teachers will gather in the sanctuary for the Kickoff 
Opening. At the end of the Opening teachers will be introduced then each 
class will be dismissed to their classroom. An activity may be planned by 
the teacher in the classroom. Refreshments will be served. Sunday school 
classes may dismiss before 10:30 on this first day of Sunday School 
 
The Sunday School meets from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. September 11, 
2005 through April 30, 2006.  
 
Parents, please wait for your child in the narthex until class is dismissed at 
10:30 a.m. 
 
There will be no Sunday School class on December 25, 2005; January 1, 
2006 or April 16, 2006.  
 
�,�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H 
Vicki Le May  and Colleen Bentz 
Co-Sunday School Superintendents 



2 PEACEMEAL  

A Stranger in a Strange Land �± Part 2  

 

Zipporah bore a son, and Moses named him 
�*�H�U�V�K�R�P�����I�R�U���K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�Q���D�O�L�H�Q��
�U�H�V�L�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���O�D�Q�G���´  Exodus 2:22 

 

�-�X�O�\�¶�V��Peacemeal article included an invitation 
�W�R�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�R�P�H�U�V�� �³�W�R�� �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�O�\�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �K�R�Z�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V��
have lived here and found fulfillment before 
(deciding) to become determined change-�D�J�H�Q�W�V���´����
There is another side.  The same scripture passage 
is equally instructive.  

After young Moses fled Egypt, having murdered 
an Egyptian, he found safety in Midian.  Early on he 
defended the daughters of Reuel, the priest of 
Midian, and helped them water their flocks.  When 
the daughters reported to their father what had 
happened, he insisted they invite Moses to their 
home for a meal.  Subsequently, Moses married 
�5�H�X�H�O�¶�V�� �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�� �=�L�S�S�R�U�D�K�� �D�Q�G�� �0�R�V�H�V�� �Q�D�P�H�G�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�I�L�U�V�W�� �E�R�U�Q�� �³�*�H�U�V�K�R�P���� �I�R�U�� �K�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �µ�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�Q��
�D�O�L�H�Q���U�H�V�L�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���O�D�Q�G���¶�´ 

Here is the mark of mid -Eastern hospitality that 
can also be ours.  Moses, a stranger, arrived in a 
new place and responded to the necessity of the 
women; their father, Reuel, then opened his home 
to Moses.  Jesus repeatedly teaches this hospitality 
for his followers (you and me included): when he 
welcomed the children (Mark 10:13ff) and a 
�Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�� �N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V�� ���Z�D�V�K�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �I�H�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K��
expensive ointment in Mark 14:3ff).  Most 
�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���-�H�V�X�V���W�H�D�F�K�H�V�����³�,���Z�D�V���D���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���\�R�X��
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G���P�H�´�����0�D�W�W���������������F���� 

The people of God are welcoming people.  Our 
privilege in this mobile society is to welcome 
diversity to our community.  The Hmong 
community in Pella continues to be strong; a Hindu 
community with roots in India is growing as is a 
Latino community with roots in Mexico.  New 
employees in area industries and students and 
faculty at Central College come from a variety of 
places, traditions, and cultures and, since our 
inception as a congregation in 1976, have enriched 
our life together and the ministries we share.  Each 
�³�V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U�´���E�U�L�Q�J�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���O�L�I�H-perspectives.  Then 
too is our reality, most of us are strangers in this 
strange land: Pella. 

   

The Southeastern Iowa Synod, our synod, has 
�Q�D�P�H�G�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ���� �D�V�� �³�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �,�V�� �:�H�O�F�R�P�H�´�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\��
in synod congregations.  We know and teach this 
because the revelation we have received is that Christ 
Jesus has made salvation possible for all people 
through his death and resurrection.  Living our 
salvation means we will be a welcoming people.   

An aspect of hospitality is recognizing strangers 
and being determined to learn his/her name.  Jesus 
teaches us to do just this when he welcomed 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).  Jesus saw Zacchaeus up a 
�W�U�H�H�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �K�L�P�� �E�\�� �Q�D�P�H���� �³�=�D�F�F�K�D�H�X�V���� �K�X�U�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
�F�R�P�H�� �G�R�Z�Q���� �I�R�U�� �,�� �P�X�V�W�� �V�W�D�\�� �D�W�� �\�R�X�U�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �W�R�G�D�\���´����
�-�H�V�X�V�¶�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �=�D�F�F�K�D�H�X�V�� �Z�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �-�H�V�X�V�¶��
summons to him to live the same hospitality that had 
welcomed him.  Hospitality begets hospitality.  

Providing hospitality (welcome) to new residents 
requires patience.  When we are new to a place or 
group, we instinctively look for what we know and 
�O�L�N�H�� �E�X�W�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�Q�¶�W�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �W�R�� �I�L�Q�G�� �L�W���� �� �6�R�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�O�X�V�K�� �R�I��
newness and adventure wears off and the reality of 
our grief and struggle sets in.  Meanwhile residents 
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� �X�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �³�+�R�Z�� �G�R�� �\�R�X�� �O�L�N�H��
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �3�H�O�O�D�"�´�� �� �2�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�� �W�K�H�U�H�¶�V�� �R�Q�O�\�� �R�Q�H�� �³�U�L�J�K�W�´��
�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� �E�X�W�� �R�X�U�� �W�U�X�W�K���� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�¶�U�H�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �V�D�G���� �Z�R�X�O�G��
sound ungrateful, misguided or naïve.  Adjusting to a 
new town is rarely easy.  We appreciate residents who 
almost trip -over-themselves trying to make us feel 
welcome but our truth is that our longings take time 
�W�R�� �K�H�D�O���� �� �6�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �X�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �³�I�D�N�H-it -�¶�W�L�O-we-make-�L�W�´�� �D�Q�G��
others of us will be reclusive for a while.  Some of us, 
who have relocated more often, will jump-right -in 
�N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �O�L�I�H�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �Z�D�L�W�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �E�H��
moving in a year or two anyway. 

Remarkably there are those who welcome us, 
learn our names, listen to our stories, invite us to 
their homes, and open their lives to us.  Soon we, who 
were once strangers, have friends and neighbors that 
become like a soothing balm.  Soon we too are 
offering hospitality to others who are new.  

�0�R�V�H�V�� �G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� �V�W�D�\�� �L�Q�� �0�L�G�L�D�Q�� �E�X�W�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �K�H�� �Z�D�V��
there God spoke to him from a burning bush spoke 
and called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery 
into the Promised Land.  Observe that it was after 
Moses was settled in Midian, calm and at home, in 
the midst of hospitality, that God called him.  Among 
the blessings of hospitality is the peace and security 
that arrives: restlessness and desperation dissipate 
�D�Q�G���*�R�G�¶�V���F�D�O�O���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G�� 

Peace be with you. 
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Staff  
Senior Pastor                           
Mark Pries   
mpries@peacelutheranpella.orgmpries@peacelutheranpella.org 628-2899 
Pastor     
Kim Wills   
kimwills@peacelutheranpella.orgkimwills@peacelutheranpella.org   620-1101 
Office Administrator       
Carolyn DeCora   
cdecora@peacelutheranpella.orgcdecora@peacelutheranpella.org  628-2835 
Office Assistant                        
 Nadine Argo  
nargo@peacelutheranpella.orgnargo@peacelutheranpella.org 628-2835 
 

Music  Ministries  
 

Coordinator  
Brenda Colvin    628-8240 
Almost Angels Director  
Barb DePenning   628-4618 
Adult Choir Director  
Diane Wills    620-1101  
                     

Council  
 

President  

Dennis Brass                    628-1396 

Spiritual Life  
Dennis King   628-2653 
Secretary  
Dan Hones                   620-0603 
Treasurer  
Carol Kappel                   628-1135 
Communication  
Tom Cerwinske   628-8361 
Education  
Carolyn Schnell   628-8286 
Evangelism  
Dick Whitaker                 628-4360 
Finance  
Guy Blair    628-4887 
Fellowship  
Brenda Colvin    628-8240 
Property  
Ron Evans   621- 0188 
Social Ministries  
Debi Martens    621- 0087 
Stewardship  
Dave Cody   628-1899 
Young Adults  
Don DeKock                  628-1742 
 

BITS AND PEACES  

NEWS FROM THE PEACE OFFICE  

�1 �� Octobe r  Ne ws l e t t e r 
Articles are due  to the Peace 
office September 19th .  

�1 ��  Newsletter articles 
not received by the 
published due date will be 
included in the next 
�P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V�� �L�V�V�X�H���� �/�D�W�H�� �L�W�H�P�V��

with time value will be posted on the 
bulletin board across from the Peace 
office and included in the Sunday 
worship bulletins.  

�1 �� Announcements for the Sunday worship 
bulletins need to be in the Peace office by 
noon on Thursdays  for printing Thursday 
afternoon. 

�1 �� Announcements for the Peace Website weekly 
calendar need to be in the Peace office by 
9:00 a.m.  Mondays . 

�1 �� Bring donations for the Food Shelf on the 
Third Sunday  each month.  

�1 �� The Health Ministry team is available to do 
blood pressure checks on the first Sunday of 
each month.    Stop by and see how your 
blood pressure is doing. 

�1 �� Help avoid overlap and space problems. Please 
schedule meetings, gatherings and events of 
all kinds through the Peace Office 

�1 �� Please bring announcements or sign up sheets  
for either the bulletin boards or the  doors to 
the Peace office .  

�1 �� When using the fellowship hall or other Peace 
spaces for special events, please tidy-up the 
area  when you are finished. 

�1 �� Please return tables borrowed from Peace, to 
the room taken from. If returned on a 
Saturday, set them up between set up chairs. 

 




